[image: image1.png]"‘ North East European Union
uropean Regiona
‘ l EEACE "l,l‘ Development Fund
‘ artners Ip Investing in your future

A project supported by the PEACE Ill Programme managed for the Special EU Programmes Body
by the North East PEACE Ill Partnership




Messines Experience Programme

Guidance Note for Applicants

Background:
The Messines Experience Programme is funded under Programme 8 of the North East PEACE III Action Plan.  The Action Plan was developed to target PEACE III resources at areas, sectors and groups adversely affected by the conflict in Northern Ireland.  It contains a number of programmes aimed at tackling sectarianism and racism in the North East Cluster area.

The overall objective of the Peace III Programme is to reinforce progress towards a peaceful and stable society and promote reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Border Region.  The Peace III Action Plan outlines how the Council areas of Coleraine, Ballymoney, Moyle, Ballymena, Larne and Limavady aim to address reconciliation and how they intend to contribute to a lasting peace in their cluster area.  

Programme 8 of the Action Plan, the Messines Experience Programme, focuses on conflict resolution and addressing differences between communities in the NE Cluster area.  Participants will complete a conflict resolution programme accredited to OCN level 1 delivered by the International School for Peace Studies.   Participants will travel to the International School for Peace Studies located in the village of Messines, Belgium on the site of the Battle of Messine Ridge where in 1917 soldiers from the Nationalist 16th Irish Division and Unionist 36th Ulster Division, despite their religious and cultural differences, fought and died together on the same battlefield.  

During their visit participants will complete a conflict resolution programme accredited to OCN level1delivered by the International School for Peace Studies.  The programme will incorporate a remembrance theme and will take participants to the International School for Peace Studies located in the village of Messines, Belgium on the site of the Battle of Messine Ridge where in 1917 soldiers from the Nationalist 16th Irish Division and Unionist 36th Ulster Division, despite their religious and cultural differences, fought and died together on the same battlefield.
Programme Aim 

The Programme aims to exploit the potential for mutual understanding, respect for differences and reconciliation through remembering. 

Who is the Programme for?
There will be focus on targeting groups or individuals within groups who have a role to play within their communities in tackling sectarianism but who need additional support to understand the processes involved.  In this way the benefits gained extend beyond the lifetime of the programme.  

Programme Objectives:
· Provide opportunities for social interaction between Catholic and Protestant participants on the programme which would not otherwise have occurred.

· Provide opportunities for participants to share experiences of the conflict with one another in a non-threatening, peaceful setting.

· Provide opportunity for participants to share perspectives on cultural issues and political ideologies.

· To build positive relations between all participants on the programme from both Catholic and Protestant communities;

· Develop conflict resolution skills amongst participants enhancing their ability to promote reconciliation with their respective communities.

· To improve mutual understanding and respect of difference amongst all programme participants; and change attitudes among programme participants to opposing communities and traditionally held beliefs and perceptions 
Participation on the programme involves the following:

· 2 pre visit sessions for participating groups that will explore the historical context of World War 1

· 4/5 day visit to Messines, Belgium.  The visit will focus on a remembrance theme.

· A combination of guided tours, interpretation, group discussion and facilitation in Messines

· The completion of an OCN level 1 accreditation

Eligibility:
The Programme is cross community in nature.  Sixteen participants will be recruited onto each Council area programme.  There will be a 50/50 balance in terms of the religious make-up of participants with candidates selected from the two main traditions in Northern Ireland.
Individuals will represent their communities and for this reason it is essential that individuals are nominated by a group.  This must be a bona fide group but it does not necessarily have to be constituted. Nominating groups are advised to nominate up to 4 individuals onto the programme.  In each Council area, to ensure the 50/50 mix, it is anticipated that 2 groups from the Protestant tradition and 2 groups from the Roman Catholic tradition will be selected.

Participants must represent the communities within which they live and be able to demonstrate they can bring the learning back into their own communities.

Essential Criteria:
· Applicants must be aged 18 years or over

· Applicants must live in the North Easter PEACE III Cluster area i.e. the Council areas of Limavady, Coleraine, Moyle, Ballymoney, Ballymena, Moyle and Larne

· Applicants must be nominated by a local community organisation or group.

· Applicants must be able to demonstrate how they will use the learning and experience of the programme to benefit their community after the programme has finished
· Applicants cannot have previously participated in a Messines Experience Programme
If you are unsure of your eligibility to apply or wish to discuss the programme further please contact the International School for Peace Studies on 028 71 311 005
Application Forms can be returned electronically via email to: info@schoolforpeace.com 

Or alternatively, post to:

The International School for Peace Studies

The Project Manager 
The Ebrington Centre 

Glendermott Road

Derry/Londonderry 

Northern Ireland

BT47 6BG

There is no closing date. Applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis.
Please ensure that you complete and return your monitoring form along with your application form.

This Programme is funded under Programme 8, Conflict Transformation and Mediation Programme under the North East PEACE III Partnerships PEACE III Action Plan. www.northeastpeace.com
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